What is a Riparian Area?

A riparian areaisthezone of trangition between
land and water. A hedthy riparianareais
essentia for the protection of water quality.

Riparian areas should bewd |-vegetated, mainly
withwoody plantstofilter water entering a
stream, stabilize banks, and shade stream bed.

aquatic and
temestrial animals

hiutti-layerad wegetation

= buffars stream against
nutrienit and sediment mnoff

= limits arosion

=cantrols light and temperature

= prowides aquatic and temestral food and habitat

Leavesand twigsfrom overhanging riparian
vegetationfall into streams. Asthey move
downstream, these

| materialsaddimpor-
tant food sourcesand
vital in-stresm struc-
turesfor macro-
invertebratesthat
support fish. The

B uniquehabitat of

o riparian areasprovides
important food
sourcesand refuges

* formany wildlife

A vegetated riparian area. species- amphibians,

Fences prevent fouling and
damage by stock

The mayfly (family
Ephemeridae), a native.

mammals, songbirds, among others, that are
adaptedtolifeinthismoist environment.

When peoplelive or farm closeto streams,
vegetationinriparian areasiscommonly dis-
turbed or removed. Thisdisturbancequickly
beginsto unravel thedelicate balancethat once
existed between soil, water, plantsand animals.
Stream banks quickly become destabilized,
streamsbecomesilted and warm, invasive plant
Species begin to colonize, and riparian-depen-
dent wildlifedisappears.

The yellow warbler is a colorful native.

Everyone Working Together to
Conserve Natural Beauty
and the Environment in the
Heart of Pennsylvania...

Riparian
Conservation

About ClearWater Pr()g ram

Conservancy

The ClearWater Conservancy of Central
Pennsylvania, Inc. isaCentre County based
nonprofit land trust and natural resource
conservation organization that wasformedin
1980.

Themission of ClearWater Conservancy isto
promotethe conservation and restoration of
natural resourcesin central Pennsylvania
through land conservation, water resources
protection, and environmental outreachtothe
community.

ClearWater has conserved over 3,400 acres
with conservation easementsand through our
conservation partnerships.

Promoting the
Conservation and Restoration

Of Natural Resources
In Central Pennsylvania

ClearWater placesahigh valueon creating
partnershipsinthe community to accomplish
our conservationgoals.

ClearWater Conservancy
2555 North Atherton Street
State College, PA 16803
(814) 237-0400
www.clearwaterconservancy.org
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Photo credits to Bob Moul (www.PBase.com/
rcm1840) and ClearWater volunteers!



What can you do to protect Riparian Buffers?

Stream, wetland, and pond-sidelandowners
areintegral in protecting thesewater resources
and associated wildlife. If you own property
bordering water, consider improving or protect-
ing your riparian area. You can:

e plantriparianbuffers

e enhanceexigting riparian bufferswith
woody vegetation

e permanently protect riparian areas
againg futuredisturbanceswith
conservation easements
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A Healthy Riparian Area.  An Unhealthy Riparian Area.

Riparian Restoration and
Enhancement

ClearWater Conservancy
canassist streamside
landownersto restoreor
enhancetheir riparian areas
in planting nativetreesand
shrubs, establishing anative S
wildflower meadow, ' 3
removing non-native The befted kingfisher
species, andby instdlling  thrives in a healthy
streambank fencing. riparian habitat.
Assstanceisavailablefor

any typeof land use (agriculture, resdentid,

and commercia) and many landownerswill
qualify for financid assistancethrough existing
riparian programs. ClearWater staff can help
landownersintheenrollment and coordination
of theseprograms.

Many species

™ such asthe

& monarch cater-
pillar rely on

¢ native species (in
N this case,
milkweed) for
survival and are
threatened if
riparian areas
are not properly
preserved.

A volunteer helping to
restore a riparian area.

Conservation Easements

Important habitatslikeriparian areas can be
permanently protected using aconservation
easement —alegal agreement betweena
landowner and aqualified organization like
ClearWater Conservancy. By enteringintoa
conservation easement, aproperty owner
voluntarily givesup some property rights, for
exampletheright to subdivide, whileretaining
ownership and theright to continueto usethe

property.

Sreambank fencing on agricultural properties
helps protect riparian areas by preventing livestock
from destroying vegetation and polluting the water.

Conservation easementsareflexibleland-
protectiontoolsthat aretailored to the needs of
theindividua landowner. Landownersmay
apply conservation easementstotheir entire
property or just tothelr riparian area.
ClearWater Conservancy respectsthisflexibility
and workswithlandownersto accomplishtheir
godsfor their property while protecting natural
resources.

Dutchman’s breeches is a common
native species in riparian areas.

Contact Us!

Contact ClearWater
Conservancy for more
informationregarding
riparian buffer programs,
financid assgtancefor
plant materid andfencing,
recommended native
riparian plants, and
consarvationeasements. Bluevervainisa
vibrant inhabitant of
healthy riparian
areas.

Projects sponsored by: PA Department of
Environmental Protection Growing Greener
program, National Fish and Wildlife Foundation,
and Western Pennsylvania Watershed Program.



